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TRACK BIKE!

First of all let me eXplain what this page is about. It
is a page for riders only, and will give them an opportuni-
ty to discuss the merits of certain types of track bike
components. In this article, I am going to say which type
of handlebars I prefer, and why. I should like to receive
your comments to publish in the next issue.

There are hundreds of shapes and sizes of handlebars,
but they all fall into one of three main classes; the sira—
ight bar without eurves, the Speedway type, and .the roadst—
er type about 20" wide, as used on the normal work bike.

I prefer the latter every time, because you can really
get hold of them and pull like mad, with the result that
your legs can put more pressure on the pedals and give a
terrific burst of acceleration. After all, a really fast
turn of speed is half way towards winning a race.

The straight bars are useless, because, on them, a rid-—
er has his whole body in a very awkward position, and can-
not concentrate on winning a race when his muscles are
protesting.

. As Tor the Speedway type, and the type fitted to certa-
in factory made nachines,— they look very nice, and are
easy to steer round the bends, but they are useless for
real speed out of the gate unless you drop your zears
But that is the subject of another artiele. Also, with the]
wice bars, ghe gap left by an opponent rmst be six inches
wider before you can get the ends of your bars through to
.take the lead. :

I have tried then all — always give me a narrow bar
about 20" wice. But let me have your views. Don't let it

all be one sided. i
: BRIAN HOSTON.

- Please reply direct to : Brian lMoston, 36, West End
L Avenue, Gatley., Cheshire.,
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neveradl Tamilar faces will be missing from the
racing c¢ccnue in Birmingham, Vie Helliwell, Kingstanding.
lionarchs® veteran campaigner, has at lasgh hung up i
leathers, while Birmingham Idions wili be minus Joh.ag
Cﬂdpiin and former Warwickshire Champion, Norman Thoimpsoy

wno joined the Balsall Heath ovtfit frdm Coventryis Rolax

:ELCR'?T’S »

Licns have bolstered +their line-up, however, by
securing the scrvices of Evart Edwards and Johnny V;raﬂs
star performers for the dJefunet Racers. who lost ihe iy
track at Oldbury a couple of moniths ago.

Talking ~f tracks, Dave Hemus tells me that alterat-
ions now being carricd out at Sutton Coldficld will makes

o

the Stars'! circuit the fastest in the Birminghain Leagu&¢

At the moment Itd say that honour belonged to the Lions.

Ixact constitution of the League is not vet known — °

szven teams have so far anpllod for member Sth —— but if

i rumonied, only one division 1is formed, the Second
Divisioan Cup will bz avrarded to the junior team oczupying
the highest position in the Tinal table. As an addea
ineentive toc ‘the juniors, a Torm of handieap racing !ic
heing considered, :

s

Of"icars elected at the leaguzis A.G.M. were :— :
Chairman, lr.A '.Gregory; Secretary, Mr.H.Smith; Treasure
lr .P.Dorman; mtesutive Commiittee, Illessrs. R.L.Bowen,

D,J.He j; Kollyriag, 0.W.Nutt, T.Slater and J. Tnu“ﬂt&a.
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HERTS PREPARE FOR_EN

COUNTER_wITH BS3EX

Theres are two changes in the VA" tecam To mect
< 1)

Essex {presentative A" at Longbridge Essex on Sunday
1£th February. Alan Hitch (Hoddesdon) joins ais brother
Clive to form the third heat partnership and Bernard
Hart (Clay Hill) comes in as first reserve. The "B"
tecam shows several changes, one of the most notable
being the inclusion of Johnny Pinnock former inter -
national and now with Finchley. Both the tcams won
their matches at Walthamstow three wecks back and are
hoping to bring off the double.

Past Fortnights® Results : (Challenge)

Jalthamstow 50 (Grecnaway 15, Frazer 11)
ihipps Cross 46 (Brown 11, Nastri 9)

Whipps X "B" 65 (Sear 15, Woolnough 13)
Edmonton “B® 43 (Reading 9, Isaacs 9)

walthamstow 75 (Frazer 15, Greenaway 14)
Edmonton “B¥ 29 (Reading 7, Keay 6)

Hoddesdon .v. Peckham Postponed.
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NORTHERN RACING RESULTS

Offerton Devils gained a suprise win away to Openshaw

Monarchs. After four heats they were six points down

but managed to pull back to win 51 - 44.

Leading scorers : Devils - (Heath 14, Garnett 11)
Monarchs - (Heap 9, Davies 7)




NO AE"S [ s

H

A ‘Ez"}/(/" o _ \ KEN CGOOPLR
O N UN - -

Casting my mind back the other day, I recalled &
match which took place in 1949, betwecen a team of
Spcedway riders and the Borechamwood Wolves. A crowd
of 400 turncd up to see this match which had received
much publicity in both the Cycle Specedway and Motor
Speedway press. Jbl“lnb all kinds of paraphurnalic,

_the Speedway riders soon entered into the spirit of
the thing, and Dick Geary had a special laugh all to
himself, when he displayed large. learner plates on his
machineo

The fun began on the bends, when the Specdway
boys made brave efforts to broadside, bubt with their
machines wanting to leave the track, falls came fast
and furious. " b R '

' Dick Geary might have won onc of his heats, but
in the excitement and fun of things, he tumbl =d on
the last lap !.

Roth teams reccived great encouragement from the
supporters, and at the end of a ding-dong struggle,
they cnded up with 36 points apicce! Stranger things

have been known to happen'

Jim Gregory scored. the only maximum of the day,
winning his tn*ee races. ospeedway riders present on
this memorable day. included Dick Geary of Walthamstow,
George Butler and Cyril Brine of the Dons, Percy and
Ron Brlne of Rayleigh and Alex Gray of leerpool who
acted as Steward.

This was some match, and one I'll not easily
forget.
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DOW N E S

ext “Represcntative® match betwecn Bssex and Heits.
takes 1l 2 at the Longbridge Ieopards wrack in Barking

Dark on l2ith.of the month. The Esscox 9A% tegn e as Tollowd

1. Ernie Ianmacq, 2. Ted Walker , 2. Stua Stevens (Capt)
4, George Wakeman, 5. Sid Tomlym, 5. Adan Viood, 7. ¥rid -

South, 8. Denny Hubble.
Tnteresting point this brirgs up Is that Douny Bouble .
was in the Dngeunhan Test Team in 1949, the tean that net

the Southend Test ieam. Anyonce recall the temsnl —- Lo Wil .

1. T.Coell (Stadium Stars)(Capt), 8. T.Jones (Siadiun
Stars),; 3. T.Risley (Wantz Tallabies). 4J.Brovm { Wauntz
Tlallabies), 5. Denny Hubble (Dagenham Aces), &, G.Dower
(Foxland Panthers). Reserves from S.Gamage, A.Stacey, and

P.Webb,

“The Aces are the only team of that lot that are still .
functioning, and from what George Wakeman tells ne, they
are in danger of having only half a team this coming seas-
on.

The DAagenham Area League at that tine,July 1949, by
the way, consisted of Stadium Stars, Foxland Panther,
Jantz Wallabies, Dagenhanm Aces, Dagenham Diamonds, Campbell
Dragons, and Dagenham Lions. :

Over in the Ilford Area League 2ot the same period in
1949, the senson had just opened and the Teagne consisted
of Fairlop Aces, Baugwood Leopards, Clayhall Flyers,
Ronford Ranmgers, Aerodrome Aces, and Hainault Waspse. None .
of these teans are now in existence, although some of the
riders are still arpund. -

In Romford, the Faircross Flyers, lLiawney Kangaroos,
and Horth Road Eagles were trying to get a Romford and
District Ieague operational. -,

A group of Hertrordshire riders, labelled Herts.Tour-
ists, made a Whitsun Tour of the Southend League, and theirn
sgores were:— Hullbridge Vampires 39 Herts. 47, Bastwood
Meteors 48 Herts. 35, Hawkwell Hammers 46 Herts., 38, :
Howkwell Flyers 46 Herts. 58, Southend Lions 47 Herts 47, °

Outstanding riddr of the tour was Borehan Wood's Johnny
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Pinnock who, in his five matches scored 58 points from a
o possible 50, and this on aws¥ tracks,is no nmean feat,

Since that tine,Johnay Pinnock has gained Internatioi-}
Al honours, and is now back in the Sport as the rider
llanager of the Finchley Sabres. Nene of the Southend
Ieague teans are in existence now, as the Southend area
dropped out of Cycle Speedway in the latter part of 195&
and early 1954. A great pity this, as , as late as 1953
Romford indulged in hore and away Test liatches with the
Southend boys, losing by 12 points at Rayleigh, and by
53-54 nt the Hawbush track in the return match. Dagenhan
Qlso a team to Southend,also losing by a 18 point makgin.
The return was never held.

Getting back to the present day dews, the Essex "BY
tean to rieet Herts. on Feb.l2th is:—

1. Geoff ILetchfield, 2. Sandy leGillivray, 3. Ron K.Joned
4, Johnny Hibben, 5. Barry Norris, 6, Colin Booth, with !
Peter Stevens and Ien Adams Tilling the reserves bérthe.

These riders between thern have seen a wealth of exper-
jence, as you will notice when I tell you that IleGillivro-
has ridden for the lMawvmey Kangaroos, Dagenham Diamonds, .
Tittle Heath Harmers,and The Crusaders and the Gladiatore -
R.K.Jones has ricdden for Romforc Rockets, Dagenham Diano-—:
nds, Hawbush Hammers,and the Gladiators and ilanford Falc-
ons. )

Jeinny Hibben has had outings with lianford Falcons,
and the Cobras from Barkingside, while Pete Stevens has
sizcned on the dotted line in the past for Tudor Ilionarehs,
Hawbush Hammers and Barkingside Cobras.

Barry Harris has spent nmany years with Iongbridge
Iesopards,whilst Colin Booth,who put up a good show for :
Bsoex "B" last month, had experience with Whipps Cross
Comets before signing with Vest Ilam Penguins. s

Tould be rather interesting to find out who has ridécgy
for the most teams, don't you think?
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MV total is seven — tnat should be edéj to bedi,




Bia KBEITH BASS (OFFERTON DEVILS)

Captain of the Offerton Devils, Keith started 2
acing in 195% and has been with the Devils cver since.

Being a very averuge rider at first, it wan'nt
until latc 1954 that Keith started to show signs of
SUCCESS .

: o5

At the start of the 1955 season, he started off
in brilliant fashion, having acquired a more Aggres-
sive style than previously. His team-riding ability
improved with the seascn, and his average soared Up.

-Pouring Edinburgh with a Manchester League team, he
set up the highest scoring Leam pair with partner

D. Garnett. His hopes of winning the Cheshire Final
"was dashed by an exclusion in his first race. 5,

Yzving been selected to ride feor his County WB
team, he went on to obtain a full County Cap for
Cheshire. ' .

Keith, who is one of the tecams most stolid riders,
forms an inseperable partnership . ith the County Chomp.

At only 18, Keith thinks that 1956 will bc his
year. wWwho knows 7. - .

Tndividual Championship of Holland
lst. “Henk de Bruin (H.welpen)
ond. Jerard Jacobs ( b )
Zrd. Theo Dusbaba (The Hague)

: Individual Championship of Hilversum
1lst. dJerard Jacobs (H.wWelpen)

2nd. Eric Jockhard (H 9 )

32rd, Henk de Bruin ( " )
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EXTRACTS OF LETTERs TO T

......may I take the liberty of criticising Miss N.
Gooddy's article on "Fees™. First she points out the
perilous position of the finances of the Association,
T agree, perhaps she is right...... Yet she finishes
of f by saying Tthat N.A.C.5.A. could be helped by var-
ious leagucs and boards cutting *heir own feoS......
surély, reading between the linces, this shows lack of
initiative. I say, N.A.3.C.A., cut your fees, set th
exXamples..... Surely Miss Gooddy you cannot cxpect

various aubthorities to do something you cannot do your-

self. As a National body, you should be helping the
smaller bodies, not vice-versa. Secondly, BEditors, in
issue No.2. Bssex are allowed a terrific coverage,
whereas in No.l. the Birmingham report was condensed.
Please be fair, what's gcod enough for Hssex 1s also
good for Glasgow, Manchester, Cardiff and the old
encmies, Birmingham...e.. :

T,5later, Manager, Lambeth Aces.
mditorn' Notc : It is hoped a reoply from Miss Gooddy
7311 b. 1n otr next issuc. As far as coverage is con
cerned, we do not like cutting articles, but sometime
pressurc of news necessitates this. In the point
mentioned, no news was available from B'ham, therefor
this left more space for other arcas, Essex were the
more fortunate ones.

v.....an advantage with the "Spotlight®™, will be that
riders will be able to “throw mud” at ideas, instead
of managers throwing it at each other,

B.Moston, Gatley, Manchester.

BEditors® Note : Agreed Brian, thats the way We 1ookv 
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: Tha new seasoHn for Cyclc Specdway 1a Scotlcud storts]
in the month of march.
a3x tcans at least are cxpected in tho and
Distriect league: — Craigton B iss Fedhill Ro .
L rd Tazlos, Liasheoase Ligninings, Govan Rame o) frden

The Glasgow ~A.G.M, is to be
and as “Spotlight reporter, I will
o Association invites any Tnglish
and race in Clasgow. Arrangements
and accon dation free, SO0 as
offers?

Glasgow ILeague Secretary

there are many retirals
clained sorme riders. Wil

The Scottish Cyele
is %o be he'ld in Glasgow
Wi

on _A.C

to he busy.

| Ehe Exlnburru iz
least Tive cimag~
Sighthill Tigers, O
Iiem Cameren, e i
that he hLopes to take a %e" 2 to the
SUrmero '
There are prospects that The

be resuning in the Motherwell and W
To nrpﬁdwq 1s,3.Wales {fee i

yout*ll need it.

10 cut down expenseS. - —

Jin Deans
nis year,and that tlie foreces
the fTorces give special leave:to
Cyvole Opcedway Riders, us they do 1o :
\..V)gq_:h“\-y .A

L-!l \.-lllb g(‘\l tha Grlos 3E1 7 \.a.ec Iu... ah 7 O
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ssue No.u.) tﬂu

the thistle starts jogging them. Best ole cx Dre

held on 19th, Febroaryg
be present. The Glasg—

or Welsh club to visit
will be made for board
Any

ne th A
hﬁve

telils

Football players?
sociation?s mexy
s ﬁLbrua*v ot

v

tu havo; at
tionatehs,

3vg*“l u;gntu.

£5250 C'\T)C’C
sdinburch

»aﬁagera intormed ; me
“outh of Englana this

F1tl
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reol3 e will bave atenic cocked ha vh@
Welsh DruJOdu —- but the Drogons will | wAsh

JAMES HACKIE,.




MANCUNIANS

L BRTEE R

R TS

With only three weeks to go before the season oOpens,
interest is hotting up, and practice matches are taking
place. The number of teams looks like being the smailest .
number for about five years, and unless more new teams arc j
found, a one division League is in the offing. The enthus— |
jastic s<iond division will have to be scrapped, which is
a great pity. Teams so far making application to join total,
eight; Belle Vue Cobras, Blackley Flyers, Carrs Wood Kest-- ;
rels, Carrs Wood Tudors, Ladybarn Youth Club (Team name noti
yet decided), Longsight Pegasus, Offerton Devils, and Wilm-
slow Hammers. It is still possible that one or two other
teams may vet decide to join. All tcams as wsual will be
affiliated to N.A.C.S.A., and will race in both National
Conpetitions.

Other competiticns, as last season, are the Nortl: of *
BEngland Championship, which is open to all teans in the
North of England, and the League's Knock-out Trofhy Conpet—
ition. There will also be the Individual Championship, and
Junior Championship, the latter for.riders under 17.

No inter—city nmatched have been arranged so far, but it
is expecte® that the lianchester tean w7ill be entertaining
and visiting other cities.

The 1ocal clashes between Lancashire and Cheshire will
be on the fixture list once again, although the number of
natches has becn reduced from three to two, while two add—
itional matches between Iancashire "B" ancé Cheshire "B" ;
have been inaugurated. : 1

One of the main fixtures in July, is the Individual
cvent "llanchester Grand Prix", This will be the fourth time
it has been staged, and it arouses more interest on cvery
occasion. It is expected that invitations will again be
sent to Wales, Scotland, as well as the top class English
riders. Nationmal Individual Champion, Bagley, has alreacdy
agreed to ride. ' T ==

So the scene is set for a good season's racing.

b ns
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HOLLAND : Head-ache for Hartog de Ronde, President of

the Dutch Cycle Speedway Assn. Apparently, applications |

from English Clubs wanting to tour are hesvier than an- |

ticipated. As he says, "It gives me big troubles®, .
Judzing on past exXperiences, hefll fix it 0 &k :

=ttty 2
L \_and HOJE COUNTIES = A get together on proposed
T.V. project is The ainm of Dave Stevens of Besex, .
Representatives from Kent, Surrey and Herts are reques—
ted te contact him at s— 152, Meads Lane, Seven Kings,

FAC Uy

Il1ford, ESSEX.

HERTFORDSHIRE Johnny Finnock, who rode for England
in 1949, Tecds Finchley Sabres back into the Herts
League after an absence of two years. The County will:
start its competitions on 4th March, 1956,
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i SUFFOLK : The area
. i board In co-opcr -
st - ation with Swedish .
Ayl - cEdlm shaPr Jea Ve -

Brandon-Cox are pre
—paring for their
famous Annual Cycle
Speedway Beauty
Queen Competition.,

LANCS : New name._ in
Carrs Wood split-up
thiS'year.will'be_
WTUDQRS" S :
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= YOUR TOWN : Next. .
: Tssue of . "SPOTLIGHT
1\H: will be published

Monday 27tk Feb'56.
* % ok ok ok x

"UNDER STARTER'S ORDERS IV |




