
           

   

                               

                         

  

Southend-on-Sea & District Cycle Speedway 1956  - 1966             Introduction

                 Southend-on-Sea   1956 – 1966

Hallo, this is the first  Regional Press  Cutting  Section  
to  be  added to   our site.  It has  been  compiled from the 
extensive  collection of Ex Southend  riders   Roy Russell   &   
 Pete Chilton. 

Cycle Speedway first appeared  in Southend in the 
nineteen forties. Many  references to Southend Cycle 
Speedway have been  found  in the VCSRA  CS magazine 
archive. One of the earliest, a ‘World’ Cup result,
              Eastwood Monarchs 53 Ripple Greyhounds 42 
published in the ‘CS  Gossip  Page’ of the Speedway World 
magazine of the 19th January 1949.

And then, after a steady decline until late in 1956 –!

   

Cycle Speedway Spotlight 24th  September 1956

                       1956 Rayleigh Rockets
 Back Row Lt to Rt Mick Webb, Peter Ebbs Bert Randal, Bob 
Schooling Dave Withers & manager Charlie Kaufman
 Front Row Lt to Rt Barry Gates, Roy Giggins & John Walden.

 

                       1966 Estuary Eagles
Back Row Lt-Rt Val Hockley, Austin Horrex, Rickey 
Alderton, Roy Russell
Front Row :Lt-Rt Bernie Hill, Johnny Brooks, Norman 
Smith, Chris Gooch (National Champion)
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                         Saturday 15th September
                                        Result
                   Rayleigh Rockets 64 – Southend Lions 48

                           Sunday 16th September
                                       Result
                   Rayleigh Rockets 72 – Thundersley Vultures 36

                            Sunday 23rd September
    Southend & District Individual Cycle Speedway Championship
                                  1st Round Line ups.
        Teams represented -

   Barling Brigands
                                  Rayleigh Rockets
                                  Southend Lions
                                  Southend Skulls
                                  Sutton Saints
                                  Thundersley Vultures
                                  Vange Aces

                 

  

  Southend Standard    Pub.   20thSeptember  
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 Southend Standard          Pub.   27th September                                 Sunday 23rd September
          Southend & District Individual Cycle Speedway              
                       Championship -  1st  Round

Competing riders pose for a picture at  the Cluny Square 
track of the Southend Lions.  The action shot shows R. Mann 
(Sutton Saints) leading F. Berry (Southend Lions). 

The Cluny Square track was located just 1.25 miles 
from the sea in Prittlewell, a north east suburb of Southend-
on-Sea.
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Southend Standard          Pub.   27th September 
                              Sunday 23rd  September
     Southend & District Individual Cycle Speedway                      
                              Championship
                             1st Round Results

At Barling Brigands Track
M.Payne (Thundersley Vultures)                             14pts
P. Ebbs (Rayleigh Rockets)                                      14pts

At Eastwood
J. Piper (Thundersley Vultures)                                14pts
J. Berry (Southend Lions)                                         12pts

At Southend Lions Track Cluny Square
R. Atherton(Southend Lions)                                    14pts
R. Rose (Rayleigh Rockets)                                      13pts

At Thundersley Vultures Track Thundersley Common      
D. Withers (Rayleigh Rockets)                                 14pts
R. Rolph (Southend Skulls)                                      14pts

News Item.
Ex riders Fred Todd and Derek Crabb join the the board 

of Stewards.
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                                Sunday 7th October
  Southend & District Individual Cycle Speedway Championship

                               2nd Round Line-Ups

With the Vange Aces disbanded their round was transferred to 
Progress Road Eastwood

With rounds 1 & 2 added the top sixteen riders went on to ride in
 the Final on 21st October on the track in Pantile Ave Southend. 

Southend Standard   Pub. 5th October
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  Southend Standard             Pub.  25th October
 

                      Sunday 21st October
    Southend & District Individual Cycle Speedway
               Championship Final – Result
    D. Withers (Rayleigh Rockets)                13pts
    R. Rolph (Southend Lions)                      12pts
    R. Giggins (Rayleigh Rockets)                10pts
    R. French (Southend Lions)                     10pts
    M. Webb (Rayleigh Rockets)                    9pts
    N. Franklyn (Sutton Saints)                       9pts
    P. Rose (Rayleigh Rockets)                       9pts
    J. Berry (Southend Lions)                          9pts
    A. Randall (Thundersley Vultures)            8pts
    J. Piper (Thundersley Vultures)                 7pts
    S. Thompson (Southend Lions)                  6pts
    R. Atherton (Southend Lions)                    6pts
    D. Banbury (Thundersley Vultures)           5pts
    A. Smith (Barling Brigands)                      3pts
    R. Rose (Rayleigh Rockets)                        1pt
   M. Payne (Thundersley Vultures)                1pt
+ Supporting 4 Team Tournament Result
 Longbridge Leopards 40, Rayleigh Rockets 25, 
Southend Lions 24, Southend Select 7.

News Item
Newly formed Southend & District Winter 

League Fixtures.
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