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Four Girls Sing the Walton Swansong

In vain they've knitted those green and gold sweaters. In vain they howl: “Come on
the Swans! You can’t lose the first League match of the season.” Can't you!

Disaster on the Edge of the Back Straight
Two Swans come to grief. What's more, it's the second time in this heat. Most teams
are much more at home on their own tracks, where they know each cinder personally.
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to the County Council and secured over a thousand
signatures. Hayes Meteors zoomed into being with
club colours of blue and cream, and a place in the
‘Thames Valley and District League. True, the track
had to be conjured out of a swathe of suburban
jungle. A dozen boys turned up after school and
office hours, shifted four tons of earth and laid down
cinders, possibly acquired while the quickness of the
hand deceived the eye.

There is the track. A flag pole is set up. Pits
are hacked out of the surviving bushes. The margins
of the hairpin bends are dazzlingly whitewashed.
A starting-gate is proudly erected, to be operated
by a battery from starter Tom Jenkins® car.

But somehow money has to be made to pay for
the smashing cycles and the posh crash helmets,
the insurance carried by every rider, the secretary’s
stationery, and the Cola and cakes for the visitors.
No charge can be made for admission. But there
are weekly collections (averaging 18s.), a raffle
(averaging twice as much, human nature being what
it is). There are profits on the sale of minerals,
and weekly club fees of 3d. from schoolboy riders
and 6d. from teenage wage-earners. With the help
of grown-up organisers, the club balances its books.
Today the L2 yearly rent is paid, other expenses
of £58 4s. have been met, and there is £19 13s.
4}d. in the bank. The dream has come true. e
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Up Goes the Starting Gate That is the Pride of the Club

Left to right: Tucker (Hayes), Hunt (Walton), Collier (Hayes), King (Walton). The
gate is operated by the battery from the starter’s car; and nearly always works.
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' , . The Field Straightens Out for the Final Dash to the Line
A Swan leadz on the rais. Micky Collier comes wide, and Johnny Tucker hugs the rails. Average age of the victorious Hayes Meteors team of six is 15. Age limits
are 12-30. The Meteors once met Stanwell Moorhens (average age 21) in a match. They won. Often there's a talent scout from Wembley watching.




