* The semi-final struggle for the National Amateur Cup on a Bermondsey ex-bomb site.’
Gem Pirates (Dorset), complete with skull and crossbones on their jerseys, made
Stratford Hammers * walk the plank,’ and so meet Chorlion Aces in the Final

It's tough and it's rough | Roy Garnham, Captain
- a dive on the track. i

. Fascinated spectators watch

of Stratford Hammers, takes quite
with varying 7
heads closer the better o see how he does it, others adopt I've-seen

it-all-before m

CYCLE SPEEDWAY WINS THROUGH

FFICIALLY, the Empress
Hall occasion is the final
of the newly-formed National
Amateur Cycle Speedway
Association’s team champion-
ship, with a silver cup pre-
sented by the ‘News Chronicle’
as the prize plus a Test
Match between England and
Holland as ‘overweight.’
Unofficially, the occasion is that
of a teen-age dream unbelievably
come true.

Do you remerber, only a year

or so back, those newspaper
pictures of fantastically garl
youngsters on bicycles  ski
round ‘dirt tracks’ on London
East End bomb sites? Few of us
realised that these youths, many
of them still at school, were laying
the foundation of an exciting new
sport, now mationally organised
into leagues ond couniy aege 31a-
tions, attracting up to 7,000 riGers
and 50,000 supporters.

How this has come about is
a romantic story. Nobody really
knows where or how cycle speed-
way started. All that is certain is
that, ever since motor-cycle speed-
way came to Britain in 1928,
working-class lads have tried to

late their K cliddi

about waste ground on push-bikes.

A new British sport was started by ‘Dead End Kids’ on London bomb sites. As
a result, on October 26 up to seven thousand people will pack the Empress

off the streets, managed to scrape
together uniforms and other equip-
ment, and matches to
attract crowds of 500 and more.
Municipal authorities became in-

such as the National Playing
Fields Association, which has now
drawn up plans for the standard-
isation of tracks all over the
country.

Problem Of Finanees

Lack of finance, however, was
the bugbear. By July, 1949, the
sport had r:ached the stage ‘when
it was planned to hold an inter-
national ¢.ceting in Hollasd A
dozen Biitish ‘aces’ mod%y to
make the ambitiouns trip. Alas, it
never came ;off. There simply
wasn’t enough money in the
‘kitty,” and the fixture had to be
scratched.

Nevertheless, the new sport
marched on, new tracks continued
to spring up. It was typical when,
less than three months after the
cancellation of that proposed visit

to Holland, de:u:; ‘than 3;0{“{
people atten opening of a
new track, home of the ‘Cray

Tigers,’” at St. Mary , Kent.
y & few mm :

P ¢'had been the rhubart

own.

Round about 1946, boys of 16
and 17 in the most heavily blitzed
areas of London’s East End found
hands. It was a problem how to

them off the streets, or,
making

makeshift

could be made on recreation
car parks, bomb sites,
any kind of waste ground.

g::oftﬁe Couiitry. "The boys,

of them encouraged by

- Parents only too glad to see them

—i~mig

or | tered supporters,
\w.keﬁvewachas

lot at the back of Farmer
ghckett—]onﬂ’shm. :

By ing night it had a track
measuring 97 yards on the inside,

The Cray Tigers, aged 15 to 18,
bhad built it and'it cost
them £100. They raised the
“‘money by , outings

running dances, O
way, Sir Waldron Smithers, M.P.
for Orpi said : “Good, clean
t's what we want fo
see.”” The 3,000 onlookers saw
just that. :
Non-Profit Making

The Tigers are

dreds of speedway clubs.
company director Mick Slater,
says: ‘‘Nobody makes a profit.
‘We help the boys to buy their kit,
and they pay Is. 6d. a week
towards expenses. There are no

+

typical of the '

Hall, London.

By
JOHN HADDON

meeting in London last Jaauary,
the National Amateur Cycle Speed-
way Association was inaugurated.
Rules and regulations were drawn
up, and a National Team Cham-

1 ip, with the final at the
Empress Hall, was ed. The
dream of the ‘ Dead End Kids’ had
come true, and to those same
working - class youngsters goes
every ounce of the credit.

sters, could have dreamt

i via e the workitgJalt
sport would rack London’s vast
Empress Hali? Even more fan-
tastic, in a way, is the fact that
last August it was staged on Eton
College’s exclusive playing field.

The i the Windsor,
Slough and District Carnisal
‘Week. The local

if, as one of the

Calls For Courage

Gem Pirates b
Some idea of the and
scope of the new 5
ered from the fact that, since the
Amateur
Cycle Speed Association in
January, 27 have become
affiliated to parent body.
Each county its own league
and affiliated assaciations;
the 27 counties entered 277 clubs
‘for the National Team Champion-
ship. . :
~This new sport is rough, fough,
and it needs courage; it demands

judgment and skill; it is no selfish
play-for-yourself game. Success
d ds on ork and co-

But we have a collecti and
suj pay sixpence a year.
Wmm hundred regis-
o Jocal people
‘local peop!

\to our away .

" Yt hiad becote chvious that the
mmnm,mh:lmbasig,yand at a

P

! with legs
‘Who, of these ‘founder’ young- |
that

one is in front so long as-that
object is achieved. It gives the
team a four-point advantage.
The four lads—bodies and limbs
bulging with padding, feet shod
with heavy boots, and heads
crash-helmeted—line up at the

elastic-operated starting gate. As

.the ‘dastic is whipped away, legs - shiv

strain on pedals, shoulders crouch
over down-curving - handlebars,
dust spurts from the wheels—and

“they’re off | Riders jockey for/
id round the bends

position, skid ds
trailing, cut in and ove™

o

Hereisa_spo_rtthatmnsidrmgh

grmez o~ 'egz ars not unoasmon.

speed ;
those thirty-odd secomnds in €ach
race is packed with complicated

strategy. As‘mglefaultymnm
on a slippery surface can )

disaster.

Few games are so unselfish,
while its enthusiasts are all in it

any glory; their only
reward may be cuis, bruises or
More i «t, perhaps, is

effect it has ha on juvenile crime.
The views of 20 18-year-old are of
interest. %0y Garmham,
S e, tafinal harpiod
na ion-
iv semi-finals, and whose Lon-
doa East Bnd headquarters are in
fae heart of an area where petty
crime was rampant.
Says Roy : ‘‘Chaps who take
ap ¢ speedway
the streets. Why, we -
‘a week

spend five evenings a
traoaing or attending to our

“hik-*e and equipment, The
sport has) '\ us other
interests, \too.

over a

and thexe

or
no time for e
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